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. The Coordu1atingCommittee of Arab Nongovernmental Organizations, in preparation
for the World Conferenceon Human Rights,
organized a regional conferenceon human
rights in Cairo in April 1993.
The Conference reviewed the activities of
the preparatory processfor the World
Conference on Human Rights, from the
regional and international perspectives,in
addition to the efforts of Arab governments
and of Arab non-governmental organizations.
It also examined the activities of the
Preparatory Committee Meetings for the
World Conference on Human Rights, being
held in Geneva,within the samecontext. Its
review of the international preparatory
processaswell as that of the Preparatory
Committee meetingswas very positive.
However, it expressedconcern at the absence
of certain issuesfrom the agendawhich are of
central importance to the Arab people,
particularly the right to self-determination and
the illegality of the foreign occupation of land.
These represent some of the main issuesbeing
discussedin the Arab countries and are of
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central importance to the human rights cause
there, in addition to forming the foundations
of the UN in general, and that of its bodies
which deal in human rights, in particular.
The Arab Conference on Human Rights
also expressedconcern at the manner in
which the Asian countries stressedthe
regional particularities of culture and that of
national sovereigntyin rdation to the
universal applicability of human rights, as
stated in the Declaration issued at the end of
the Asia Regional Meeting in Bangkok in
preparation for the World Conference on
Human Rights. It was noted that several
countries have used this 'excuse' to
circumvent international scrutiny of their
application of various international
instruments that deal with basic rights and
freedoms. On the other hand, the Conference
emphasizedits support of the regional
particularities of culture and national
sovereigntyif they serveto promote human
rights and increasetheir respect. However, it
opposed such approachesif they were used to
negatefundamental human rights or lead to
their abrogation. In addition, it stressedthe
link between civil and political rights, and
economic, social and cultural rights, and that
between development and democracy and
human rights.
The Conference also noted that the
obstaclesto the promotion and protection of
human rights in the region are being
reinforced due to the weak relationship that
eXistsbetween the various legal and
constitutional frameworks in the Arab
countries and the International Bill of Human
Rights. This has also been brought about
becauseof: the practical absenceof
constitutional and other legal guaranteesdue
to the imposition of emergencymeasuresin
some countries of the region; the limitations
placed on political freedoms; the weakening of
the right of parliamentary, media, and the
societies' civil institutions to monitor national
developments;the lack of respect for the law
and other international instruments; and
finally, the continuing discrimination against
women in someArab conventions, and within
the social framework in general.
The Arab Conferenceon Human Rights
urged Arab governments to ratify the various
international conventionsand to eliminate any
obstaclespreventing their respectin full. It also
stressedthat specialattention be given to the
respectand promotion of women and minority
rights, including that of national rights. In
addition, it underlined the need to place added
importance on the respectof the rights of
expatriateand other workers, and the resolution
of problems relating to prisonersof war, the
missing,the disappearedand refugeeswhich
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The 20th century has brought

bewilderingchangesin all
patternsof humanlife. With the
global populationexpandingand
world resourcesdiminishing,
local, regionaland international
conflict showseverysign of
increasing.However.tile most
promisingdevelopmentof the
centuryhas beenrecognitionof
the inferdependence
that arises

fromourmutualintercon~ions.
It is my hopethat ~ Conterence
will havefoundsuccessin the
spirit of frank and constructive
detJateand point the wayto a
viatJlefuture for all.
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haveresultedfrom armed conflicts in the area.
In addition, the Conferencewas dismayed
at the apparent dual attitude with which the
international community is dealing with the
various problems of the area, and particularly
its treatment of the Palestinian question. It has
been noted that this attitude becameclear
through inaction of the international
community in the face of continued Israeli
violation of the UN Security Council
resolutions. The Arab Conference called for
the provision of legal safeguardsfor the
protection of the Palestinian people, including
those provided by the Fourth Geneva
Convention, relative to civilians in times of
war, and the study of the possibility of
creating an international instrument for the
purpose of protecting civilians in the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip. It also stressedthe

right of the Palestinian people to sdfdetermination.
Finally, the Conference discussedways in
which the various international instruments
could be reinforced to achievegreater respect
and promotion of human rights. Within this
context, obstaclesto the promotion of the
various conventions and covenantswere
discussed.This also included a detailed
examination of the weaknessof coordination
between the instruments which are already in
force, the lack of financial meansand the
infrequency of the meetingsof UN bodies,
and the lack of evolution of the UN
mechanismsto face the challengesof the
changing international system.
ExTRACT
FROM:
Arab Conferenceon Human Rightsin
Preparation

/or the

World

Conference,

CtIiro, Apri/1993
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