conventions pertaining to women if they have not
already done so. Those that have ratified conventions
should enforce and establish legal, constitutional and
administrative procedures to transform agreed rights
into domestic legislation and should adopt measures
to implement them in order to strengthen the legal
capacity of women for full and equal participation
in issuesand decisions on sustainable development.
Statesparties to the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women should
review and suggestamendments to it by the year 2.000,
with a view to strengthening those elements of the
Convention related to environment and devdopment,
giving special attention to the issueof accessand
entitlements to natural resources,technology, creative
banking facilities and low-cost housing, and the
comrol of pollution and toxicity in the home and
workplace. Statesparties should also clarify the extent
of the Convention's scope with respectto the issuesof
environment and development and request the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women to develop guidelines regarding the
nature of reponing such issues,required under
patticular atticles of the Convention.
A Areas requiring urgent action
Countries should take urgent measuresto avert the
ongoing rapid environmental and economic degradation in developing countries that generally affects the
lives of women and children in rural areas suffering
drought, desertification and deforestation, armed
hostilities, natural disasters, toxic waste and the aftermath of the use of unsuitable agro-chemical products.
In order to rea:c!1these goals, women should be fully
involved in decision-making and in the implementation
of sustainable development activities.
B Research,data collection and dissemination of

a Knowledge and experience on the pan of women of
the management and conservation of natural resources
for incorporation in the databasesand information
systemsfor sUstainabledevelopment;
b The impact of structural adjustment programmes
on women. In researchdone on structural adjUstment
programmes, special anention should be given to the
differential impact of those programmes on women,
especially in terms of cut-backs in social services,
education and health and in the removal of subsidies
on food and fuel;
c The impact on women of environmental
degradation, panicularly drought, deseni6cation,
toxic chemicals and armed hostilities;
d Analysis of the structural linkages between
gender relations, environment and development;
8 The integration of the value of unpaid work,
including work that is currently designated
"domestic", in resource accounting mechanisms
in order benerto repr~t
the true value of the
contribution of women to the economy, using
revised guidelines for the United Nations System
of National Accounts, to be issued in I993;
f Measures to develop and include
environmental, social and gender impact analyses
as an essential step in the development and
monitoring of programmes and policies;
a Programmes to create rural and urban training,
researchand resource centres in developing and
developed countries that will serveto disseminate
environmentally sound technologies to women.

information
Countries should develop gender-sensitivedatabases,
information systemsand participatory action-oriented
researchand policy analyseswith the collaboration of
academic institutions and local women researcherson
the following:

1 Report of the World Conference to Review
and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equalit'y,
Development and Peace,Nairobi, I 5-2.6July I985
(United Nations publication, SalesNo. E.85.JV.IO),
chap. I, sect. A.

Youm comprise nearly 30 per cent of the world's
population. The involvement of today's youth in
environment and development decision-making
and in the implementation of programmes is critical
to the long-term successof Agenda 21.

mechanisms that permit youth accessto information
and provide them with the opportunity to present
their perspectiveson government decisions, including
the implementation of Agenda 2.1.
Each countty, by the year 2.000, should ensure that
more than 5° per cent of its youth, gender balanced,
are enrolled in or have accessto appropriate secondaty
education or equivalent educational or vocational

Finance

andcostevaluation$40 million from

the internationalcommunityon grant and
concessional
terms.

Chapter25

A Advancing the role of youth and actively involving them in the
protection of the environment and the promotion of economic
and social development

Basisfor action It is imperative that youth from all parts
of the world panicipate actively in all relevant levels
of decision-making processesbeCauseit affects their
lives today and has implications for their futures.
In addition to their intellectual contribution and
their ability to mobilize support, they bring unique
perspectivesthat need to be taken into account.
Numerous actions and recommendations within
the international community have been proposed
to ensure that youth are provided a secureand
healthy future, including an environment of quality,
improved standards of living and accessto education
and employment. These issuesneed to be addressed
in development planning.

training programmes by increasing participation
and accessrates on an annual basis.
Each country should undertake initiatives ainted
at reducing current levels of youth unemployment,
particularly where they are disproportionately high
in comparison to the overall unemployment rate.
Each country and the United Nations should
support the promotion and creation of mechanisms
to involve youth representation in all United Nations
processesin order to influence those processes.
Each country should combat human rights abuses
against young people, particularly young women and
girls, and should consider providing all youth with
legal protection, skills, opportunities and the support
necessaryfor them to fulfil their persOnal,economic
and social aspirations and potentials.

ObjectivesEachcountryshould,in consultation
with its youth communities, establish a process
to promote dialogue between the youth community
and Government at all levels and to establish

Activities Governments, according to their strategies,
should take measuresto;
a Establish procedures allowing for consultation and
possible participation of youth of both genders, by

193

Childrenworldwideare
highlyawaresupporters
of environmental
thinking.
Topleft:childrenin Mexico
Cityplanttreeseedlings

inanattempt
toalleviate
Topright:Australianchildren
in Melbournemonitorthe
salt contentof groundwater.
Bottomleft: Schoolchildren
in Englandexaminecreatures
in a pondtheydesigned
Bottomright:Englishstudents
with funds raised from
a recycling project.

1993, in decision-making processeswith regard to
the environment, involving youth at the local,national
and regjonallevels;
b Promote dialogue with youth organizations
regarding the drafting and evaluation of environment
plans and programmes or questions on development;
c Consider for incorporation into relevant policies
the recommendations of international, regional
and local youth conferencesand other forums that
offer youth perspectiveson social and economic
development and resource management;
d Ensure accessfor all youth to all types or education,
wherever appropriate, providing alternative learning
structures, ensure that education reflects the
economic and social needsof youth and incorporates
the concepts of environmental awarenessand
sustainable development throughout the curricula;
and expand vocational training, implementing
innovative methods aimed at increasing practical
skills, such as environmental scouting;
e In cooperation with relevant ministries and
organizations, including representativesof youth,
develop and implement strategiesfor creating
alternative employment opportunities and provide
required training to young men and women;
f Establish task forces that include youth and
youth non-governmental organizations to develop
educational and awarenessprogrammes specifically
targeted to the youth population on critical issues
pertaining to youth. These task forces should use
formal and non-formal educational methods to reach
a maximum audience. National and local media, n(;lngovernmental organizations, businessesand other
organizations should assist in thesetask forces;
D Give support to programmes, projects, networks,
national organizations and youth non-governmental
organizations to examine the integration of
programmes in relation to their project requirements,
encouraging the involvement of youth in project
identification, design, implementation and follow-up;
h Include youth representativesin their delegations to
international meetings, in accordance with the relevant
General Assembly resolutions adopted in 1968, 1977,
1985 and 1989.
The United Nations and international organizations
with youth programmes should take measuresto:

a Reviewtheir youth programmesandconsiderhow
'95

coordination between them can be enhanced;
b Improve the dissemination of relevant information
to governments, youth organizations and other nongovernmental organizations on current youth
positions and activities, and monitor and
evaluate the application of Agenda 21;
C Promote the United Nations Trust Fund for
the International Youth Year and collaborate with
youth representativesin the administration of it,
focusing particularly on the needsof youth from
developing countries.
Financing and cost evaluation

$ 1.5 million

£TOIT

the internationalcommunityon grantor
concessional
terms.
B Childrenin sustainabledevelopment
BasiskM'adionChildren not only will inherit the
tesponsibility of looking after the Earth, but in many
developing countries they comprise nearly half the
population. Furthermore, children in both developing
and industrialized countries are highly vulnerablt:
to the effects of environmental degradation. They
are also highly aware supporters of environmental
thinking. The specific interests of children need to
be taken fully into account in the participatory
processon environment and development in order
to safeguard the future sustainability of any actions
taken to improve the environment.
ObjectivesGovernments, according to their policies, .
should take measuresto:
a Ensure the survival, protection and devdopment of
children, in accordance with the goals endorsed by the
1990 World Summit for Children;
b Ensure that the interests of children are taken fully
into account in the panicipatory process for sustainable development and environmental improvement.
Activities Governments

should take active steps to:

a Implement programmes for children designedto
reach the child-related goals of the 19905 in the areas
of environment and development, especially health,
nutrition, education, literacy and poverty alleviation;
b Ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(General Assembly resolution 44/2.5 of 2.0November

1989, annex), at the earliest moment and implement it
by addressingthe basic needsof youth and children;
c Promote primary environmental care activities
that addressthe basic needsof communities, improve
the environment for children at the household and
community level and encouragethe participation and
empowerment of local populations, including women,
youth, children and indigenous people, towards
the objective of integrated community management
of resources,especial1yin developing countries;
d Expand educational opportunities for children
and youth, including education for environmental
and developmental responsibility, with overriding
attention to the education of the girl child;
e Mobilize communities through SChoolsand
local health centres so that children and their
parents become effective focal points for sensitization
of communities to environmental issues;

f Establish procedures to incorporate children's
concerns into all relevant policies and strategies
for environment and development at the local,
regional and national levels, including those concerning
allocation of and entitlement to natural resources,
housing and recreation needs,and control of pollution
and toxicity in both rural and urban areas.
International and regional organizations should
cooperate and coordinate in the proposed areas.
UNICEFshould maintain cooperation and collaboration with other organizations of the United Nations,
Governments and non-governmental organizations to
develop programmes for children and programmes to
mobilize children in the activities outlined above.

Basisforaclion Indigenous people and their
communities have an historical relationship with
their lands and are generally descendantsof the
original inhabitants of such lands. In the context of
this chapter the term "lands" is understood to include
the environment of the areas which the people
concerned traditionally occupy. Indigenous people
and their communities represent a significant percentageof the globalpopulation.They have developed
over many generations a holistic traditional scientific
knowledge of their lands, natural resourcesand
environment. Indigenous people and their communities
shall enjoy the full measureof human rights and
fundamental freedoms without hindrance or discrimination. Their ability to participate fully in sustainable
development praCticeson their lands has tended ro
be limited as a result of factors of an economic, social
and historical nature. In view of the interrelationship
between the natUral environment and its sustainable
development and the cultural, social, economic and
physical wdl-being of indigenous people, national and
international efforts to implement environmentally
sound and sustainable development should recognize,
accommodate, promote and strengthen the role of
indigenous people and their communities.
Some of the goals inherent in the objeCtivesand
activities of this programme area are already contained
in such international legal instruments as the lLO
Indigenous and Tribal PeoplesConvention (No. 169)
and are being incorporated into the draft universal
declaration on indigenous rights, being prepared by
the United Nations working group on indigenous
populations. The International Year for the World's
Indigenous People (1993), proclaimed by the General
Assembly in its resolution 45/1 64 of 18 December
1990, presents a timely opportunity to mobilize further
international technical and financial cooperation.

and resource management practices with a view
to promoting environmentally sound and
sustainable development;
Iv Recognition that traditional and direct dependence
on renewable resourcesand ecosystems,including
sustainable harvesting, continues to be essentialto the
cultural, economic and physical well-being of
indigenous people and their communities;
v Development and strengthening of national disputeresolution arrangements in relation to settlement of
land and resource-managementconcerns;
vi Suppon for alternative environmentally sound
means of production to ensure a range of choices
on how to improve their quality of life so that they
effectively participate in sustainable development;
vii Enhancement of capacity-building for
indigenous communities, basedon the adaptation
and exchange of traditional experience,knowledge
and resource-managementpraaices, to ensure
their sustainable development;
b Establishment, where appropriate, of arrangements
to Strengthenthe active panicipation of indigenous
people and their communities in the national
formulation of policies, laws and programmes relating
to resource management and other devetopment
processesthat may affect them, and their initiation
of proposals for such policies and programmes;
c Involvement of indigenous people and their
communities at the national and local levels in resource
management and conservation strategiesand other
relevant programmes establishedto suppon and review
sustainable development strategies,such as those
suggestedin other programme areasof Agenda 2.1.

ObjectiV8SIn full partnershipwith indigenouspeople
and their communities, Governments and, where
appropriate, intergovernmental organizations should
aim at fuIfilling the following objectives:
a Establishment of a process to empower
indigenous people and their communities
through measuresthat include:
I Adoption or strengthening of appropriate policies
and! or legal instruments at the national level;
II Recognition that the lands of indigenous people and
their communities should be protected from activities

that areenvironmentallyunsound or that the
indigenous people concerned consider to be socially
and culturally inappropriate;
iii Recognition of their values, traditional knowledge

196

Finance
andcostevaluation
Financing requirements for
most of the a(.-t1vities
are included in estimates for
other programmes.

Activities Some indigenous people and their commun-

ities may require, in accordance with nationallegislation, greater control over their lands, seJf-management
of their resources,participation in development
decisions affecting them, including, where appropriate,
participation in the establishment or management of
protected areas. The following are some of the specific
measureswhich Governments could take:
a Consider the ratification and application of existing
international conventions relevant to ~digenous
people and their communities (where not yet done) and
provide support for the adoption by the General
Assembly of a declaration on indigenous rights;
b Adopt or strengthen appropriate policies and! or
legal instruments that will protect indigenous intellecrual and cultUral property and the right to preserve
customary and administrative systemsand practices.
United Nations organizations and other international development and finance organizations and

