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One reason for the loss

of the world’s biological
diversity is the introduction
of foreign plants. This Halian
woodland is being strangled
by a climber seed thought

to have been introduced
from America mixed

with soya seeds.

Conservation of biological diversity

The objectives and activities in this chapter are
intended to improve the conservation of biological
diversity and the sustainable use of biological
resources, as well as to support the Convention on
Biological Diversity.

Our planet’s essential goods and services depend on
the variety and variability of genes, species, popula-
tions and ecosystems. Biological resources feed and
clothe us and provide housing, medicines and spiritual
nourishment. The natural ecosystems of forests, savan-
nahs, pastures and rangelands, deserts, tundras, rivers,
lakes and seas contain most of the Earth’s biodiversity.
Farmers’ fields and gardens are also of great import-
ance as repositories, while gene banks, botanical gar-
dens, zoos and other germplasm repositories make a
small but significant contribution. The current decline
in biodiversity is largely the resule of human activity
and represents a serious threat to human development.

Basis for action Despite mounting efforts over the past
20 years, the loss of the world’s biological diversity,
mainly from habitat destruction, over-harvesting,
pollution and the inappropriate introduction of foreign
plants and animals, has continued. Biological resources
constitute a capital asset with great potential for yield-
ing sustainable benefits. Urgent and decisive action is
needed to conserve and maintain genes, species and
ecosystems, with a view to the sustainable management
and use of biological resources. Capacities for the
assessment, study and systematic observation and
evaluation of biodiversity need to be reinforced at
national and international levels. Effective national
action and international cooperation are required for
the in situ protection of ecosystems, for the ex situ
conservation of biological and genetic resources and
for the enhancement of ecosystem fupctions. The
participation and support of local communities are
elements essential to the success of such an approach.
Recent advances in biotechnology have pointed up the
likely potential for agriculture, health and welfare and
for environmental purposes of the genetic material
contained in plants, animals and micro-organisms. At
the same time, it is particularly important in this
context to stress that States have the sovereign right to
exploit their own biological resources pursuant to their
environmental policies, as well as the responsibility to
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conserve their biodiversity and use their biological
resources sustainably, and to ensure that activities
within their jurisdiction or control do not cause
damage to the biological diversity of other States or
of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

Objectives Governments at the appropriate level,

with the cooperation of the relevant United Nations
bodies and regional, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, the private sector and
financial institutions, and taking into consideration
indigenous people and their communities, as well

as social and economic factors, should:

a Press for the early entry into force of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, with the

widest possible participation; .

b Develop national strategies for the conservation

of biological diversity and the sustainable use of
biological resources;

¢ Integrate strategies for the conservation of
biological diversity and the sustainable use of
biological resources into national development
strategies and/or plans;

d Take appropriate measures for the fair and equit-
able sharing of benefits derived from research and
development and use of biological and genetic
resources, including biotechnology, between the
sources of those resources and those who use them;

8 Carry out country studies, as appropriate, on the
conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable
use of biological resources, including analyses of
relevant costs and benefits, with particular reference
tO SOCIO-ecONnomic aspects;

f Produce regularly updated world reports on
biodiversity based upon national assessments;

g Recognize and foster the traditional methods and
the knowledge of indigenous people and their com-
munities, emphasizing the particular role of women,
relevant to the conservation of biological diversity and
the sustainable use of biological resources, and ensure
the opportunity for the participation of those groups in
the economic and commercial benefits derived from the
use of such traditional methods and knowledge;'

b Implement mechanisms for the improvement,
generation, development and sustainable use of
biotechnology and its safe transfer, particularly to




Genetic material contained in
plants, animals and micro-
organisms can offer great
potential to the Earth as well
astoits inhabitants. The
marine environment is
particularly rich in species.

developing countries, taking account of the potential
contribution of biotechnology to the conservation of
biological diversity and the sustainable use of '
biological resources;’

i Promote broader international and regional
cooperation in furthering scientific and economic
understanding of the importance of biodiversity

and its functions in ecosystems;

| Develop measures and arrangements to implement
the rights of countries of origin of genetic resources

or countries providing genetic resources, as defined

in the Convention on Biological Diversity, particularly
developing countries, to benefit from the bio-
technological development and the commercial
utilisation of products derived from such resources.

Management-related activities Governments at the
appropriate levels, consistent with national policies
and practices, with the cooperation of the relevant
United Narions bodies and, as appropriate,
intergovernmental organizations and with the
support of indigenous people and their communities,
non-governmental organizations and other groups,
including the business and scientific communities,

and consistent with the requirements of international
law, should, as appropriate:

a Develop new or strengthen existing strategies, plans
or programmes of action for the conservation of
biological diversity and the sustainable use of
biological resources, taking account of education and
training needs;’

b Integrate strategies for the conservation of bio-
logical diversity and the sustainable use of biological
and genetic resources into relevant sectoral or cross-
sectoral plans, programmes and policies, with
particular reference to the special importance of
terrestrial and aquatic biological and genetic
resources for food and agriculture;*

¢ Undertake country studies or use other methods

to identify components of biological diversity
important for its conservation and for the sustainable
use of biological resources, ascribe values to biological
and genetic resources, identify processes and activities
with significant impacts upon biological diversity,
evaluate the potential economic implications of the
conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable
use of biological and genetic resources, and suggest
priority action;

¢ Take effective economic, social and other
appropriate incentive measures to encourage the
conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable
use of biological resoutrces, including the promotion
of sustainable production systems, such as traditional
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methods of agriculture, agroforestry, forestry, range
and wildlife management, which use, maintain or
increase biodiversity;*

8 Subject to national legislation, take action to respect,
record, protect and promote the wider application of
the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous
and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles
for the conservation of biological diversity and the
sustainable use of biological resources, with a view

to the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits

_arising, and promote mechanisms to involve those

communities, including women, in the conservation
and management of ccosystems;'

f Undertake long-term research into the importance
of biodiversity for the functioning of ecosystems and
the role of ecosystems in producing goods,
environmental services and other values supporting
sustainable development, with particular reference

to the biology and reproductive capacities of key
terrestrial and aquatic species, including native,
cultivated and cultured species; new observation and
inventory techniques; ecological conditions necessary
for biodiversity conservation and continued evolution;
and social behaviour and nutrition habits dependent
on natural ecosystems, where women play key roles.
The work should be undertaken with the widest
possible participation, especially of indigenous people
and their communities, including women;'

g Take action where necessary for the conservation of
biological diversity through the in situ conservation of
ecosystems and natural habitats, as well as primitive
cultivars and their wild relatives, and the maintenance
and recovery of viable populations of species in their
natural surroundings, and implement ex sitx measures,
preferably in the source country. In situ measures
should include the reinforcement of terrestrial, marine
and aquatic protected area systems and embrace,
inter alia, vulnerable freshwater and other wetlands
and coastal ecosystems, such as estuaries, coral reefs
and mangroves;’

h Promote the rehabilitation and restoration of
damaged ecosystems and the recovery of threatened
and endangered species;

i Develop policies to encourage the conservation

of biodiversity and the sustainable use of biological
and genetic resources on private lands;

j Promote environmentally sound and sustainable
development in areas adjacent to protected areas with
a view to furthering protection of these areas;

k Introduce appropriate environmental impact
assessment procedures for proposed projects likely

to have significant impacts upon biological diversity,
providing for suitable information to be made widely
available and for public participation, where
appropriate, and encourage the assessment of the
impacts of relevant policies and programmes on
biological diversity;

| Promote, where appropriate, the establishment and
strengthening of national inventory, regulation or
management and control systems related to biological
resources, at the appropriate level;

m Take measures to encourage a greater under-
standing and appreciation of the value of biological
diversity, as manifested both in its component parts
and in the ecosystem services provided.

Financing and cost evaluation $3.5 billion including about
$1.75 billion from the international community on
grant or concessional terms.

1 See chapter 26 and chapter 24.
2 See chapter 16. ‘

3 See chapter 36.

4 See chapter 14 and chapter 11.
5 See chapter 17.
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